
Pennsylvania Flash Flood – July 2023 

Governance
Questions

Learnings Checklist 

Have we scenario 
tested emerging 
risks relevant to 
climate change in 
our catchments? 

Are staff trained in 
actions to take in a   
rapidly developing 
flash flood situation? 

How do we rely on 
forecasts? How are 
they used?  Is there a 
risk if observed 
conditions are 
different?

Do we have a policy 
for enterprise vehicles 
and flood waters?

Have we leveraged 
technology to 
maximum advantage 
for stakeholder 
communications and 
warning? 

Resources available

• Rainfall data – unofficial
• Media coverage

Useful to

• Disaster & emergency
managers

• Policy makers
• Boards
• Managers

15th July,2023 Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Extreme rainfall 
led to 5 fatalities during a creek flash flood that 
overwhelmed road users. Upper Makefield fire authorities 
specifically addressed the fact that the flood wave had hit 
the cars unexpectedly on the road. Over 33mm (1.29 
inches) was recorded in an unofficial gauge, at the head of 
the catchment in 5 minutes. Officials advised 177mm (7 
inches) had occurred in 45 minutes. (Washington Post)  
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