Pennsylvania Flash Flood - July 2023

15th July,2023 Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Extreme rainfall Resources available

led to 5 fatalities during a creek flash flood that
overwhelmed road users. Upper Makefield fire authorities
specifically addressed the fact that the flood wave had hit
the cars unexpectedly on the road. Over 33mm (1.29
inches) was recorded in an unofficial gauge, at the head of
the catchment in 5 minutes. Officials advised 177mm (7
inches) had occurred in 45 minutes. (Washington Post)
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Learnings Checklist

Category Learning/prevention activity Question?

Road inundated with high velocity flows in a very short Rain event was intense enough for cars to be caught by Are our people/community educated for fast developing flood
period. Cars were washed away the flood without driving through. This is a new reality in situations?

climate change as more intense storms occur more

frequently.
Road inundated with high velocity flows in a very short (Not known if occurred) but there is an increasing riskof Does our fleet/my vehicle have a way of breaking the

period. Cars were washed away being trapped in cars c?.urmg flood situations. Electric windows in a serious situation?
cars are an emerging risk.
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