
In February 2017, heavy rainfall in the Feather River basin led to 
outflows through Oroville Dam. Spillway slab failure occurred  
resulting in erosion and damage. Gated releases ceased for 
damage assessments and the lake level was allowed to rise 
over the emergency spillway crest, which in turn also 
experienced significant erosion.

The scenario resulted in evacuation of large numbers 
downstream in preparation for a failure event. The learnings 
below are from the 2018 forensic investigation report with 33 
key learnings available.

Oroville Spillway Failures – February 2017 

Learnings Checklist 

Is there technology 
that can mitigate 
OH&S risk or 
increase dam 
access? 

Are processes in 
place to ensure each 
comprehensive 
inspection takes a 
fresh look at the dam? 

Do processes allow 
significant areas of 
reports to be copied 
from year to year? 

Do we have a 
defin

Resources available

• Independent
investigation report

• Photographic evidence
• Media articles
• Dam owner checklist
• Timeline

Useful to

• Regulators
• Insurance
• Dam owners
• Utilities
• Engineering
• Disaster & emergency 

managers
• Boards

Review graphic and failed 
spillway (Source: Chico 

Enterprise-Record)

Do we have a 
culture of assuming 
the dam is safe 
because it’s still 
there? 

Governance Questions




